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Mufti Advised Hitler on Holocaust 
 

 

Noted Middle East Forum scholar Dr. Wolfgang G. Schwanitz responds to criticism of 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. Schwanitz, a leading expert on ties between 

Nazis and Islamists, says al-Hajj Amin al-Husaini was instrumental in the decision to ex-

terminate the Jews of Europe 
 

"The Mufti of Jerusalem al-Hajj Amin al-Husaini 

was a war criminal whose collaboration with Adolf 

Hitler played a key role in the Holocaust," says Dr. 

Wolfgang G. Schwanitz, the Hochberg Family Wri-

ting Fellow at the Middle East Forum.  
 

Philadelphia, PA – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu has drawn criticism for comments about 

the role of al-Hajj Amin al-Husaini, the Grand 

Mufti of Jerusalem, in conceiving and perpetrating 

the Holocaust. Indeed, leading Nazi aides testified 

that al-Husaini was one of the instigators of the ge-

nocide. In his Damascus memoirs, the mufti admit-

ted how he advised Hitler and other leading Nazis, 

and that he acquired full knowledge of the ongoing 

mass murder. 

     

Adolf Hitler meets Amin al-Husaini in Berlin's Chancellery on November 28, 1941  
 

Middle East Forum scholar, historian, and author Wolfgang G. Schwanitz added, "It is a 

historical fact that the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem al-Hajj Amin al-Husaini was an accom-

plice whose collaboration with Adolf Hitler played an important role in the Holocaust. He 

was the foremost extra-European adviser in the process to destroy the Jews of Europe." 
 

   Although Schwanitz hadn't previously heard the dialogue between Hitler and al-Husaini 

as told by Benjamin Netanyahu, he says it is absurd to ignore the role played by al-Hajj 

Amin al-Husaini, a war criminal, in encouraging and urging Hitler and other leading Nazis 

to exterminate European Jewry. 
 

   According to the foremost expert on the ties between Nazis and Islamists, there is much 

evidence that al-Husaini's primary goal was blocking all of the ways out of Europe. He 

pushed Hitler to slam the last doors of a burning house shut. 

 

http://www.meforum.org/5574/schwanitz-husaini
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2012_04_28/Zvi%20Elpeleg%20Through%20The%20Eyes%20of%20The%20Grand%20Mufti.pdf
http://www.meforum.org/staff/Wolfgang+G.+Schwanitz
http://www.prweb.net/Redirect.aspx?id=aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDE1LzEwLzIyL3dvcmxkL21pZGRsZWVhc3QvbmV0YW55YWh1LXNheWluZy1wYWxlc3Rpbmlhbi1tdWZ0aS1pbnNwaXJlZC1ob2xvY2F1c3QtZHJhd3MtYnJvYWQtY3JpdGljaXNtLmh0bWw/aHAmYWN0aW9uPWNsaWNrJnBndHlwZT1Ib21lcGFnZSZtb2R1bGU9c2Vjb25kLWNvbHVtbi1yZWdpb24mcmVnaW9uPXRvcC1uZXdzJldULm5hdj10b3AtbmV3cw==
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2014_07/Wolfgang%20G%20Schwanitz%20Zionism,%20the%20-Grand%20Mufti%20and%20the%20Holocaust.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d51poygEXYU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNzTL4zu5Xg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bNzTL4zu5Xg
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2014_07/v18n02a03_rubin_PDF.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M948bJPW_gA
http://www.trafoberlin.de/Autoren/schwanitz_wolfgang.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d51poygEXYU
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   In their 2014 book Nazis, Islamists, and the Making of the 

Modern Middle East, published by Yale University Press, 

Wolfgang G. Schwanitz and co-author Barry Rubin delve into 

the deep ties between Hitler and the Grand Mufti: 
 

At their meeting [on November 28, 1941, Hitler and al-Hu-

saini] concluded the pact of Jewish genocide in Europe and the 

Middle East, and immediately afterward, Hitler gave the order 

to prepare for the Holocaust. The next day invitations went out 

to thirteen Nazis for the Wannsee Conference to begin orga-

nizing the logistics of this mass murder. 
 

   The highly acclaimed book also examined the Grand Mufti's 

efforts to prevent Europe's Jews from finding refuge in the land 

that would become Israel: 

 

And since any European Jews let out of Europe might later go to Palestine, al-Husaini made 

it clear that if Hitler wanted Muslims and Arabs as allies he must close Europe's exits to 

Jews. At the same time, al-Husaini and Arab rulers also told Britain that if it wanted to 

keep Arabs and Muslims from being enemies, it must close entrance to Palestine to all 

Jews. By succeeding on both fronts, al-Husaini contributed to the Holocaust doubly, direct-

ly, and from the start. 

 
 

 

See the books Nazis, Islamists and the Making of the Modern Middle East: Yale, February 25, 2014, 360 pp.;  

German book Islam in Europe, Revolts in the Mideast: Weist, 2013; 15. September 2014, 2nd ed., Berlin, 

order here.  
 

 

About the Middle East Forum 

The Middle East Forum, a Philadelphia-based think tank, is dedicated to defining American 

interests in the Middle East and protecting America from Islamist threats. It achieves its 

goals through intellectual, activist, and philanthropic efforts. For more information, vi-

sit http://www.meforum.org.  
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http://www.meforum.org/4814/nazis-islamists-and-the-making-of-the-modern
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http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2009_04_19/Wolfgang%20G%20Schwanitz%20Sheik%20And%20Shoah.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1CIgw_jHxjs
http://www.trafoberlin.de/978-0-300-14090-3.html
http://yalepress.yale.edu/yupbooks/book.asp?isbn=9780300140903
http://www.trafoberlin.de/pdf-dateien/2013_12_02/rubin_jkt.pdf
http://www.meforum.org/4918/islam-in-europa-revolten-in-mittelost-islamismus
http://www.amazon.de/Islam-Europa-Revolten-Mittelost-II/dp/3864640180/ref=sr_1_sc_3?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1371896090&sr=1-3-spell&keywords=wolfgfang+g+schwanitz
http://www.trafoberlin.de/Buchumschlaege/018-6_Schwanitz_SUS_2013_04_28.pdf
http://www.trafoberlin.de/Autoren/schwanitz_wolfgang.html
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