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“This book presents an abundance of previously un- or underexamined
material. It is most impressive and greatly advances our knowledge.”
JEFFREY HERF, UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND
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EFRAIM KARSH, KING’S COLLEGE LONDON

“Rubin and Schwanitz have done a major, double service—by tracing
the historical links between Islamist jihadism and German policy from
the Wilhelmine to the Nazi eras; and by highlighting the common (antidemocratic, anti-liberal and anti-Semitic) ideological basis of Nazism
and Islamism during the Second World War. The center-piece of their
study is the description of the mid-twentieth-century alliance between
the Nazis and militant Arab nationalists, which still affects current
Middle Eastern politics and policies.”
BENNY MORRIS, AUTHOR OF ONE STATE, TWO STATES

“Nazis, Islamists, and the Making of the Modern Middle East is a
welcome addition to the short list of indispensable books on the ArabIsraeli conflict. We owe a great debt to Barry Rubin and to Wolfgang
G. Schwanitz for revealing an urgent story the international community
should have known but somehow missed—a story that is a key to
understanding how we got to this current moment in the Middle East.”
YOSSI KLEIN HALEVI, SHALOM HARTMAN INSTITUTE
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Middle East historian

“In this hugely important book Barry Rubin and Wolfgang G. Schwanitz
show that not only did Nazism enjoy widespread popularity in the contemporary Middle East, but its profound effects on pan-Arabist and Islamist
thinking, as well as the evolution of Palestinian Arab nationalism, continue
to reverberate throughout the region to date. A must read.”

NAZIS, ISLAMISTS, AND THE MAKING
OF THE MODERN MIDDLE EAST

“This book is a model of original research and the ultimate scholarly study
of German-Arab and German-Muslim cooperation during the first half of
the twentieth century, covering both World Wars. It is a major contribution
in the field, a magnum opus.”

During the 1930s and 1940s, a unique
and lasting political alliance was forged
among Third Reich leaders, Arab
nationalists, and Muslim religious
authorities. From this relationship
sprang a series of dramatic events that,
despite their profound impact on the
course of World War II, remained secret
until now. In this groundbreaking book,
esteemed Middle East scholars Barry
Rubin and Wolfgang G. Schwanitz
uncover for the first time the complete
story of this dangerous alliance and
explore its continuing impact on Arab
politics in the twenty-first century.
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example, the full scope of Palestinian
leader Amin al-Husaini’s support
of Hitler’s genocidal plans against
European and Middle Eastern Jews.
In addition, they expose the extent
of Germany’s long-term promotion
of Islamism and jihad. Drawing on
unprecedented research in European,
American, and Middle East archives,
many recently opened and never before
written about, the authors offer new
insight on the intertwined development
of Nazism and Islamism and its
impact on the modern Middle East.
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